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THE EXPOSURE
TRIANGLE
Every photo you will ever take is a trade between three settings. Learn the
trade, and the camera starts obeying.

A P E R T U R E

S H U T T E R I S O

L I G H T

APERTURE THE IRIS CONTROLS LIGHT + BACKGROUND BLUR

How wide the lens opens. Wider drinks more light and melts the background.
Narrower lets in less — and sharpens everything.
f/1.8 — MORE LIGHT · MORE BLUR f/11 — LESS LIGHT · ALL SHARP

SHUTTER SPEED THE CLOCK CONTROLS LIGHT + MOTION

How long the sensor drinks light. Longer brightens the frame — and smears
anything that moves. Faster freezes the moment cold.
1/30s — MORE LIGHT · MOTION BLUR 1/1000s — LESS LIGHT · FROZEN

ISO THE AMPLIFIER CONTROLS SENSITIVITY + NOISE

How hard the sensor listens. Low is clean but needs real light. High shoots in near-
dark — and pays for it in grain.
ISO 100 — CLEAN · NEEDS LIGHT ISO 3200 — SHOOTS DARK · GRAIN

T H E  T R A D E

Change one setting and you owe another. Every stop of light you gain is paid for
— in blur, in shake, or in noise. Decide what the photo needs, then pay on
purpose.

CAMERASDECODED.COM/FREE

More free downloads · Field Manual chapters 1–3 · The 21 free Protocols


